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5 December 1947 COA Be 


SIVORANDUY FOR THe: CHITP, SHCURT TY BRANCH, OSO 


Subject: Autorobilie Acoldents 


ae lis have reviewed your memorandum of 27 August 1947 
and have discugsed informally the problems posed thorein with 
the £750. It is our view thet ell econtingencicas cannot be . 
upecl fieaw by nrovidad Tory, Init certain rules may be laid 
down Por tne cutdenee af your mon, and authoritics obtained, 
Wiloh wlll enmabl. them to handile cortain situetions to pro-= 
tect security, i 


fe ‘hare wilkl be two ceneral situations «. minor Lng Lu 
dents such as brushed fenders end bent bumpers, and tan Jor 
aciidents, The distinction is e matter of degree, without 
& cleprecut; dividine linc, @d the ciraumstances Tt11 cetor= 
mane eaoh oegea., In “ajer secidents, it is &lnost cortein 
that e dwripuc to see registration and licens Wiaz be made, — 
enc it weulé be safe to assune ther the state police will be 
dnvOived, “billie the othon party to a rajor accident nay have 
& right to the information contained in registration, driving 
pemrits, end tnsurecnce pepers, wa do not belisve he need 
actully see the documents. Under no cireumstances should © 
Your ma produce Treasury or other Goverment credentials 
to Adentifty thenselves. “Tr possible, they chould try to 
Satisfy toe other party with the information oy their personal 
Criviur Ileenses and await the errivel of the police, They 
Bhoule thon ¢ Cemmt to have the pollcs officera examine the 
CTA reristretioan Separately, without revealing the ownership 
Of the core to the other party. They could th«:1 inform the 
police thet they ware notine in a confidential capaolity and 
Paeuuest that, if posstblse, the ommnershin of the car by CIA 
hut be made co matter of tecord. In case tha police doubt 
thelr story and wish confirmations your man should be ine - 
etructed then to call you collect. They woule also explain 
tO the police thet belne Governneant owned, the car carried 
no ingurance. Your uan Should, of courses, obtain all possie 
ble infornnsvion perteinine te the acelident, including, shers 
possibic, strtenente of witnesses, scples of police reports, 
anc phetecraghs for Torverdine to this Offive at the earliest 
oppertunity. Enafor ncetdenta normally will involve a clain, 
and any clains aralust your man should be inmediately for. 
werded to this offlee ror vettion, Sintlerly, if there oppearg 
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to be naglirente on the part of the other person or persons 
conesmed which might clive rise to tre claim on vehalf of 
the Goverment, a full report should be forwarded to this. 
office for considerstion of the emcunt involved ant shoether 
to refer the ease to the proper clains effioinls. In many _ 
canes, it may be possible to handle claims by or ageinst the 


Governaani as personel claims &y or against the anployee ta 
the point at final settlement. nie : 


Minor aceidents may op may not invoive a claime Aveins 
every effort should be made te have claims proceased throuch 
this offfea. It mey -e that, in eartain casas, where the 
Covermment employee feols he was clearly eat favit to the 
axtent that the Sovsrnmont trovid be Liable for damages, 
oiroum hance may be such es to Justify an imaedlate sottlee 
mont for & Brinli amount of cash. If this is done, the anpLoged 
would have to danonstrate the clrewastunce® &5 follows: 
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is would hav site th 


dex, Ga 


puartn thease 


irmodists soettlomen { 
axploymait, or the STA amorship of the carg 


co} Ne would have to ustablish that denage Wetb 
s te require an expenditure for repalrs — a 


of seitlenent wos reasonrbia with reference to the 
sont or ube repeirs to be mada. 

The tmpertunt ibem in the above, of courses is the raquiremsunt 

thet rolailoncntip vith CIA be vrotected. If such protection 

tn net involved, no on the opct settlenent could be reimbursed 

br the Govermncnt. Fe [cel a Linkt should be set an the emount 

of geal sectlevents mand halieve 325,00 would be reasonable. We 

purcact thet your proper move rould be to draw up a project 

erovidine for velmburgercnt mat to exeeed TR5,00 for any one 


&r = Hy 
eoeicent to take cara of cises which meet the requirements. 
set forth clove, ae believe tha ASO has the suthority te 
Roprove such 2 prefast ond to cuthorise the allocation of © 
Rwiis te support lte Tf he esrees with your view that the 
sesurity of yeus eperantions requires this proteetien and 

Ga Poven Mie projet, you should prief your men carefully, | 

go thet seey itLb met vey out roney improperly and find chat 
they mre denied reimbursenonte ore: 
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: ‘ on with the specifile case presanted by 
you will note thet all the raquirerents 

Gutlined by us absve were not met, in that he stated that, 
in nis oplaion, the other driver vas at fault. If this 
Were trua, thare was no obliretion on the part of the 
covernmoent, and as paid through intimidation, rather 
than liability. nere Neong, however, to be some doubt as 
to the derree cf rerlicence of the drivers involved, and, 
possibly, MEE »0rciy wished to justify himself by — 
throwinre the blame on the other driver, of eourse, if the 
“overnment driver is grossly or willfully at fault through 
reekless criving, drunken drivinr, etc.» he would be personale 
ly liable and would not be retmburged, 


it BHORe HOUSTON 
General Counsel 


Lee 
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